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Without the introduction of supportive 
policies, the rest of the world will enjoy 
increasingly more affordable and accessible 
electric vehicles, while Australians miss out 
and transport emissions continue to rise. The 
increased model availability and declining 
prices forecast for electric vehicles and 
associated technologies will not be mirrored in 
Australia without the correct policy settings.1

1. South Australia – Wrong Direction, Wrong Policy

Electric vehicle Electric vehicle 
tax leaves tax leaves 
SA stalled at SA stalled at 
innovation gateinnovation gate
The State Government should not only 
dump its planned tax on electric vehicles, 
it should encourage their use and capitalise 
on the wide benefits, agres Craig Wilkins.
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The South Australia government will 
apply a distance-based charge to electric 

cars in lieu of fuel excise - a large portion 

of which goes into road funding.

South Australia to South Australia to 
apply road tax to apply road tax to 
electric vehicles, other electric vehicles, other 
states may followstates may follow

HOW DOES

Australia is consistently 
at the “back of the 
pack” on transport 
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Figure 4:

Acknowledgment of country.  
 
We acknowledge and respect the Traditional Custodians 
whose ancestral lands we live and work upon and we 
pay our respects to their Elders past and present. We 
acknowledge and respect their deep spiritual connection 
and the relationship that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people have to Country. We also pay our 
respects to the cultural authority of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and their nations in South Australia, 
as well as those across Australia.

Labor will:
Repeal the Marshall Liberal 
government electric vehicle tax. 
This legislation is due to take 
effect from 2027, and Labor 
will repeal it before any electric 
vehicles can be taxed for the 
kilometres they drive. We want 
to encourage South Australians 
to buy an electric vehicle and 
hitting them with this tax will 
have the opposite effect. Over 
the coming decade the price of 
electric vehicles is expected to fall 
and they will become increasingly 
common on our roads. The 
Marshall Liberal government has 
seen an opportunity to slug road 
users with an extra tax when they 
should be doing everything they 
can to reduce emissions from 
petrol and diesel vehicles.
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Source: ACEEE 2018. Climate Council - Waiting for the Green Light: Transport Solution to Climate Change.pdf
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